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News You Can Use 
 

HERON CLUB AT PRESTANCIA IS HOSTING AN ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP 

Heron Club, located at 3749 Sarasota Square Blvd., is hosting an Alzheimer’s Support Group. Their next 

meeting will be on Tuesday, January 17th at 10:30am.  For more information or to RSVP, contact Laurie 

Blackwell at Heron Club (941) 922-1669. 

 

STONEYBROOK GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB - BINGO & BUFFET NIGHT  

Stoneybrook Golf & Country Club, located at 8801 Stoneybrook Blvd., is hosting 

Bingo night every Tuesday through the winter season, call (941) 918-9595 for 

more information or to RSVP. 

 

SURREY RIDES ON THE LEGACY TRAIL HAVE RETURNED! 

Ready to travel the Legacy Trail? The Surrey Ride Program offers a way for 

residents and visitors the chance to enjoy Sarasota County's award winning and 

highly popular Legacy Trail. The program, which is a partnership between 

Sarasota County Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources and the Friends of the 

Legacy Trail (FLT), takes place 9 a.m. to noon, each Wednesday and Thursday, 

through April 20th. Riders can sit back and enjoy the ride on a four-passenger, 

four-wheeled canopy covered surrey type bicycle while FLT volunteers provide 

the 45 minute pedal-powered trips. The ride includes information and history of the Legacy Trail and its 

surroundings. To pre-register for your free surrey ride, call (941) 486-2757. 

 

 

Happenings at Oscar Scherer Park 
Oscar Scherer Park is located at 1843 South Tamiami Trail, in Osprey. For more information regarding the 

events listed below, contact the Ranger Station at (941) 483-5956. 

 
GUIDED SCRUB WALK – SUNDAY, JANUARY 29TH - 8:30AM  

This weekly walk begins at the Nature Center and includes an informative walk through an ancient dune 

system. This unique habitat is home to the threatened Florida scrub-jay and a variety of plants and other 

animals. Space is limited to 15 people. There is no cost to participate other than normal park entrance fees for 

day-use visitors. 

 

EAGLE VIEWING – SUNDAY, JANUARY 29TH - 9AM TO 11AM 

This weekly program is offered during bald eagle nesting season. Two nests are located in the park but the 

easiest to access is on the Green Trail. Once nest construction has begun, part of the trails are roped off per 

federal law. To view the eagles from a safe distance, a volunteer will be manning a viewing station. A high-

powered spotting scope to view the nest will be provided. The 20-minute walk to the eagle viewing station on 

the Green Trail from the Nature Center or campground is self-guided and trail maps can be obtained at the 

Ranger Station and Nature Center. There is no cost to participate other than normal park entrance fees for day-

use visitors. 

http://www.palmerranch.net/
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CONCERT IN THE PARK – SUNDAY, JANUARY 29TH - 2:30PM TO 4:00PM 

Enjoy watching and listening to musicians jamming out to live music. This family-friendly program is sure to 

be full of toe-stomping fun located outside the Nature Center (inside the Nature Center if inclement weather).  

Audience members are welcome to bring snacks and non-alcoholic beverages. Cost is free with camping or 

standard pay park entrance fee 

 

 

MUSIC BY FIRELIGHT – SUNDAY, JANUARY 29TH - 6:30PM  

Music lovers will enjoy this program held by firelight at the Campfire Circle. If inclement weather, event will 

be held in the Nature Center. Program occurs at sunset. Please contact Ranger Station for actual program 

times.  

 

 

COFFEE SOCIAL – TUESDAY, JANUARY 29TH - 8:00AM TO 10:00AM 

Wake up with a hot cup of coffee or tea and pastries. Enjoy the morning view of Lake Osprey in the Nature 

Center.  The volunteers running the program will be happy to answer any questions that you have about the 

park and surrounding area.  Feel free to bring a paper to read or feel free to browse our selection of guide 

books and informational resources. There is no cost to participate, donations are appreciated. 

 

 

 

GUIDED PADDLE (OR WALK) – WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST – 9:00AM  

Learn about the life in South Creek or take a leisurely stroll through one or more of the park’s seven natural 

communities. South Creek is a tidal water therefore the water may sometimes be too shallow for a paddle; a 

guided walk will be an alternate option.  Either way, be prepared to explore a slice of the “Real Florida."  

Bring your camera and binoculars for wildlife viewing.  Registration is between 8 a.m. and 8:45 a.m. at the 

Ranger Station on a first-come, first-served basis on the day of the paddle. Canoe/kayak rentals apply to both 

day-use visitors and campers at $10.00 plus tax per hour. Folks are welcome to bring their own paddling gear 

instead of renting. Program is free with paid park entrance for those providing their own paddling equipment. 

If the program features a walk instead of a paddle, program is free with paid park entrance. 

 

 

 

OSCAR GRILLE PANCAKE BREAKFAST – THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND – 8:00AM TO 10:00AM  

What better way to start your day than with a hearty, home-cooked breakfast.  This winter family-friendly 

program is fully prepared by park Volunteers for both day-use visitors and campers.  The breakfast includes 

your choice of plain or blueberry pancakes with syrup (regular or sugar-free), sausage, and your choice of 

juice, coffee (regular or decaf), or tea.  A great way to meet other park guests. The cost is $5.00/person, kids 

12 years and younger is $2.00/person. 

 

 

http://www.palmerranch.net/
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Save the Date 
 

TURTLE ROCK COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE 

Turtle Rock will be having its annual “Trash to Treasure” sale on Saturday, February 25th from 8 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. Gates at both the North (Palmer Ranch Pkwy.) entrance and South (Central Sarasota Pkwy.) 

entrance will be opened at 8 a.m. 

 

2017 TOUR DE PARKS – SUNDAY, MARCH 26 

Friends of The Legacy Trail and the Sarasota Manatee Bicycle Club will once again be 

teaming up to organize this great bike ride next year. The date for the 2017 Tour de Parks 

ride has been set for Sunday, March 26th. 

 

Birding on Palmer Ranch 

This week’s photo is of a Roseate Spoonbill seen visiting the grounds of Mira 

Lago on Palmer Ranch.   Photo credit: Leslie Merahn 

 

Gorgeous at a distance and bizarre up close is the Roseate Spoonbill. Locally 

common in coastal Florida, Texas, and southwest Louisiana, they are usually 

in small flocks, often associating with other waders. Spoonbills feed in 

shallow waters, walking forward slowly while they swing their heads from 

side to side, sifting the muck with their wide flat bills. 

 

We would like to encourage you to send in your photos of birds seen on 

Palmer Ranch to feature in future newsletters. If you’ve pictures you’d like to 

share, please email your photos to Carrie at carrie@palmerranch.net. Please 

include your name, species and location of where the photo was taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want to hear about the news on Palmer Ranch first hand?  If so, simply visit our website: 

www.PalmerRanch.net.  At the bottom of the home page, simply click on ‘Sign Up For Our Newsletter.’  

You’ll then be asked to provide your email address and first name.  It’s that easy! 

http://www.palmerranch.net/
mailto:carrie@palmerranch.net
http://www.palmerranch.net/

