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Palmer Ranch Master Property Owners Association, Inc. 
Annual Meeting of the Members 

MINUTES 
March 26, 2015 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Members of Palmer Ranch Master Property Owners Association, Inc. was held 
March 26, 2015 at Covenant Life Presbyterian Church, 8490 McIntosh Road, Sarasota, Florida 34238. 
 
Member Representatives present: Dorna Timm of Bella Villino, Stephen Engber of Botanica, Bill Noonan of 
Deer Creek, Ned Stofco of Huntington Pointe, Cathy Leetzow of Isles of Sarasota, Donald McKee of 
Marbella, James Atherton of Plaza de Flores, Michael Jerde of Enclave at Silver Oak, Fred Falkner of 
Vineyards at Silver Oak, Carol Vartanian of Stonebridge, William Altman of Stoneybrook G&CC, Kathrin 
Harris of Turtle Rock, Jim Wedin of VillageWalk, Bob Holzman of TPC Prestancia, Laura Gilbert of Evalyn 
Sadlier Jones YMCA, Sue Ambrecht of Palmer Park of Commerce, Steve Jeantet of Covenant Life Church, 
and Justin Powell of Palmer Park Plaza. 
 
Trustees present: Residential Trustees: Fred Amazon, Fred Falkner, Kathrin Harris, Lee Katz, Cathy 
Leetzow, Bob Mills, Rob O’Connor, Russell Seifert, Barbara Tierney and Garry Wharton;  Commercial / 
Industrial Trustee: Steve Jeantet; Recreational Trustees: Bob Holzman, Laura Gilbert; Declarant appointee: 
Sue Ambrecht.   
Commercial / Industrial Trustee: Steve Anderson was unable to attend. 
Palmer Ranch Master Association staff attended: Tracy Smith, Rick Barth, and Marianne Swan. 
 
Resident members attending were: Joseph Avellino of Botanica, Bob Howard of Silver Oak, and Harriett 
Myers of Vineyards at Silver Oak. 
 
Convene/confirmation of Quorum. Rob O’Connor: The meeting was brought to order at 3:03 pm by Rob 
O’Connor, President, following confirmation by management of a quorum of the members.  
 
Minutes of the Previous Annual Meeting: 
Motion to approve minutes of the March 27, 2014 Meeting of Members as distributed was made by Jim 
Wedin, 2nd by Bill Altman.  Motion was passed unanimously.   
 
Elections:  
Call for Ballots/Close of balloting: Rob O’Connor called for final ballots. No additional ballots. There 
being no further ballots from the floor, Rob O’Connor declared a close to the balloting.  
Motion by Kathrin Harris, 2nd by Lee Katz, to appoint L. Gilbert, S. Jeantet, G. Wharton, Tracy Smith, and 
Marianne Swan to the Election Committee. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Tabulation of ballots by Election Committee:  
The following individuals were excused to count ballots: L. Gilbert S. Jeantet, G. Wharton, Tracy Smith, and 
Marianne Swan to present election results later in the meeting. 
 
President’s Report:  
Rob summarized the Trustee positions of the PRMA as: 10 for Residential, three for Commercial/Industrial, 
two for Recreational, and one Declarant appointee. He thanked the members of the community for their 
positive representation and emphasized the importance of the Palmer Ranch Master Association in the safe 
keeping of Palmer Ranch and the maintenance of high standards of visibility. As a master planned 
community, Palmer Ranch is noted for its identification as a “Green” community with high aesthetic 
standards. Rob thanked the following individuals: Justin Powell of Palmer Ranch Holdings, Sue Ambrecht as 
Declarant-appointed Trustee, Rick Barth for his excellent monitoring of the Palmer Ranch grounds, and 
Tracy Smith for her management of the budget and administrative responsibilities. He also thanked Marianne 
Swan for her collection of communication information. Rob announced there would be team reports during 
the meeting that are a result of the Trustee Workshop that established ad hoc teams for the Palmer Ranch 
Master Association. 
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Financial Report:  
 

A. 2014 Audited Financial Statements 
Presentation of the Audited Financial Statements for the 2014 calendar year was given.  Motion by Bob 
Mills, 2nd by F. Falkner, to approve the Audited Financial Report for the period ending December 31, 
2014 as distributed. Motion passed unanimously. 2014 Audited Financial Statements are attached and 
made a part of these minutes as Exhibit A.   
 
B. February 2015 Financial Statements 
The financial statement for the period ending February 28, 2015 was presented.   

 
Management/Committee Reports (copies of reports were distributed to all Member Representative and 
Trustees, and are available from management upon request):  
 

A. Management Report  
Rob O’Connor recapped the management report on Tracy’s behalf.   
 

B. Grounds Report 
Rick Barth presented the grounds report.  
 

C. Advisory Committee 
Kathrin Harris presented the report on behalf of the Advisory Committee.   
 

D. Parks Committee 
Bob Mills presented the report on behalf of the Parks Committee and Friends of Potter Park. 
 

E. Office / Community Center Ad Hoc Team 
Bob Mills presented the report on behalf of the Office/Community Center Ad Hoc Team.  
 

F. Website Team 
Rob O’Connor presented the report on behalf of the Website Team 
 

G. Communications Team 
Cathy Leetzow presented the report on behalf of the Communications Team  

 
Community Update: 

A. 5th Annual SAL Half Marathon on Palmer Ranch – November 30, 2014 - $25,000 raised for SAL 
(Sheriff’s Activities League) 
 

B. 9th Annual Sarasota Springfest – March 7, 2015 – 770 runners participated in the 5K/12K events 
 

C. Sandhill Preserve by DiVosta Homes - phased development of 350 residential homes.   
 
D. Arbor Lakes by Taylor Morrison Homes - community of 267 residential homes.   

 
E. Cobblestone by Taylor Morrison Homes – community of 200 residential homes. 

 
 

Report of Election Committee: 
Tracy Smith, reporting on behalf of the Election Committee, announced the following members were elected 
as Residential Trustees for a two year term: 
 Fred Falkner – Vineyards of Silver Oak 
 Robert Mills – Huntington Pointe 
 Robert O’Connor – Stoneybrook Golf & Country Club 
 Russell Seifert – Prestancia 
 Margaret Wells – VillageWalk 
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There being no write-in ballots for Recreational Trustee, Bob Holzman of TPC Prestancia was installed as 
Recreational Trustee to the Board.   
 
There being no write in ballots for Commercial / Industrial Trustee, Steve Jeantet of Covenant Life 
Presbyterian Church was installed as Commercial / Industrial Trustee.  The Board will need to appoint a third 
Commercial / Industrial Trustee.   
 
 
Community Representative – Discussion: 
There was discussion from community representatives on various topics.  

 Jim Wedin from Village Walk expressed concern about a need for a proposed Community Center. R. 
O’Connor shared information related to approximately ½ of the current Palmer Ranch communities 
that have no clubs, no notice boards, no meeting places, and no social gathering places. He stated 
that a survey of the community members would be done. 

 Bill Noonan from Deer Creek questioned doing a survey of the communities at the end of the 
proposed community center project rather than at the beginning. B. Mills noted that the Community 
Center Ad Hoc Committee is still in the exploratory process; no decision has been made at this time. 

 Bill Altman from SGCC asked about the possibility of renting out part of the proposed community 
center for a private function. Rob said that this could be a possibility. Rob noted that a possible 
community center would add value to Palmer Ranch property owners. A suggestion was made to 
look at the new Palmer Ranch Holdings location for possible space. 

 Steve Engber of Botanica asked about lighting for the area between McIntosh, Central Sarasota 
Parkway and Palmer Ranch Parkway West. Kathrin Harris noted that the options for lighting are not 
reasonable because there is no electrical cable for up-lighting, therefore up-lighting of trees is not 
affordable.  Rick Barth further clarified that the county has no intention of adding streetlights to this 
and other roadways within PR that were constructed at a time when the county had no mandate for 
street lighting. 

 Joseph Avellino from Botanica has received lots of complaints regarding dark roads. Rick explained 
that in the past, the County ordinance had no requirement for lighting at the initial Botanica 
development. In the present day, the County requires that the developer install roadway lighting. Rob 
offered the idea of adding RPM (Reflective Paving Markings) on dark roadways. 

 Pepper Tree removal on Palmer Ranch. This is still an issue. Some communities are required to 
remove invasives per the IDO (Turtle Rock, Village Walk, and Silver Oak, along with all newer 
communities). Some communities are voluntarily doing Pepper Tree removal (SGCC and Deer 
Creek). G. Wharton will invite a County Commissioner to the next PRMA Trustee meeting. 

 Rob invited Bill Altman from SGCC-Sarasota to speak about the Natural Assets educational 
presentation held at Stoneybrook G&CC in February 2015 that focused on the community voluntarily 
managing natural resources and assets to include Pepper/Melaleuca tree removal and planting of 
ponds to filter the water flow into the bay, reinforce shorelines, and attract wildlife back to lakes and 
wetlands. Rob thanked Mr. Altman for his summary. He also thanked the community representatives 
who brought their concerns to the group. 

 
 
11. Motion to adjourn was made by Fred Falkner, 2nd by Russell Seifert, and passed unanimously.  
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Tierney,  
Secretary, Trustee Board, Palmer Ranch Master Property Owners Association, Inc. 
March 29, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 4 of 16 

 

EXHIBIT A 

 



 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Page 5 of 16 

 

 

 



 

Page 6 of 16 

 

 



 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Page 7 of 16 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 8 of 16 

 

 



 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Page 9 of 16 

 

 

 



 

Page 10 of 16 

 

 



 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Page 11 of 16 

 

 

 



 

Page 12 of 16 

 

 



 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Page 13 of 16 

 

 

 



 

Page 14 of 16 

 

 



 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Page 15 of 16 

 

 

 



 

Page 16 of 16 

 

 


