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Palmer Ranch Master Property Owners Association, Inc. 
Annual Meeting of the Members 

MINUTES 
March 24, 2016 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Members of Palmer Ranch Master Property Owners Association, Inc. was held 
March 24, 2016 at Covenant Life Presbyterian Church, 8490 McIntosh Road, Sarasota, Florida 34238. 
 
Member representatives present: Diane Alfano of Arielle, Stephen Engber of Botanica, Claudia Brooks of 
Deer Creek, Kamal Zaki of Hamptons, Chris Meyer of Huntington Pointe, Carol Auricchio of Mira Lago, 
Harvey Garver of Plaza de Flores, Bob Swan of Prestancia, Albert Mauri of Palmer Square West, Ronald 
Neri of Sliver Oak Estates, Robert Sherwood of Vineyards at Silver Oak, Elaine Cox of Stoneybrook Estates, 
William Altman of Stoneybrook Golf & Country Club, Curt Gilroy of Turtle Rock, Lee Katz of VillageWalk, 
Nicholas Spina of Wellington Chase, Bob Holzman of TPC Prestancia, Sue Ambrecht of Palmer Park of 
Commerce, and Steve Jeantet of Covenant Life Church. 
 
Trustees present: Declarant Sue Ambrecht; Residential Trustees Lee Katz, Cathy Leetzow, Bob Mills, Rob 
O’Connor, Barbara Tierney, Peggy Wells, and Garry Wharton; Commercial / Industrial Trustee: Steve 
Jeantet; Recreational Trustee: Bob Holzman.   
 
Trustees Unable to attend: Steve Anderson, Commercial/Industrial Trustee; Laura Gilbert, Recreational 
Trustee and Kathrin Harris, Residential Trustee.   
 
Resident members attending were: Richard Beitel of Stoneybrook Golf & Country Club and Joel Schemmel 
of Prestancia. 
 
Palmer Ranch Master Association staff attended: Tracy Smith and Carrie Agusto. 
 
Convene/confirmation of Quorum. Garry Wharton, President, brought the meeting to order at 3:00pm 
following confirmation of quorum.  
 
Minutes of the Previous Annual Meeting: 
Motion to approve minutes of the March 26, 2015 Annual Meeting of Members, as distributed, was made by 
Cathy Leetzow, second by Lee Katz. Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Elections:  
Call for Ballots/Close of balloting: Garry Wharton called for final ballots. No additional ballots. There 
being no further ballots from the floor, Garry Wharton declared a close to the balloting. As members of their 
respective Nominating Committees, Curt Gilroy, Stephen Engber, Bob Holzman, and Steve Jeantet are 
already members of the Election Committee.  Motion by Sue Ambrecht, second by Lee Katz to appoint 
Tracy Smith and Carrie Agusto to the Election Committee. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Tabulation of ballots by Election Committee:  
The following individuals were excused to count ballots to present election results later in the meeting: Curt 
Gilroy, Stephen Engber, Bob Holzman, Steve Jeantet, Tracy Smith, and Carrie Agusto. 
 
President’s Report:  
Garry Wharton stated that it was a privilege and an honor to serve on the Master Association Board and 
work with the community representatives. He also commented that the Committee reports were distributed to 
the Board and Community/Tract Representatives and give details in their specific areas. He also said that 
community representatives attending today’s meeting would have time for questions during the meeting. 
 
Financial Report: Treasurer: Rob O’Connor: Rob reported on the following: 

a. 2015 Audited Financial Statements: 2015 Calendar Year audited financial statements were 
distributed to all of the Community/Tract representatives with a reminder about the Annual Meeting 
of 2016.  
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Motion by Peggy Wells, second by Bob Mills to approve the 2015 calendar year audited financial 
statements as amended and distributed and to be attached and made a part of the minutes of this 
meeting. Motion approved unanimously and passed. (Audited Financial Statements for the period 
ended December 31, 2015 attached to and made a part of these minutes). 

 
b. February 2016 Financial Statements: 

The financial statement as of February 29, 2016 was distributed to the Board and Community/Tract 
Representatives.  

 
Management/Committee Reports: Garry Wharton introduced the Committee reports that were 
provided to the Board and Representatives as follows: 
 

A. Management Report – Garry stated that the management report distributed to the Board and 
Community/Tract Representatives was up to date.  
 

B. Grounds Report - Garry stated that the management report distributed to the Board and 
Community/Tract Representatives was up to date. 
 

C. Advisory Committee – Garry provided the report on behalf of the Advisory Committee.   
 

D. Parks Committee Report – Bob Mills provided the report on behalf of the Parks Committee.  
 

E. Office/Community Center Ad Hoc Team Report – Bob Mills provided the report on behalf of the 
Office / Community Center Ad Hoc Team  

 
F. Communications/ Website Ad Hoc Team Report – Cathy Leetzow provided the report on behalf of 

the Communications / Website Ad Hoc Team.   
 

G. Palmer Ranch Watershed/Natural Assets Team Report – Rob O’Connor provided the report on 
behalf of the Palmer Ranch Watershed / Natural Assets Team.    
 

 
Community / Development Update:  
 

A. Palmer Ranch Parcels A8 & A9 (southeast corner of McIntosh & Sawyer Loop roads) 
DR Horton development of 140 townhomes: 
- Approved by the SC Planning Commission on January 21, 2016 
- Approved by the Board of County Commissioners on March 22, 2016 
 

B. Master Development Order Amendment 
There is proposed amendment being presented which, if approved, would add 2,650 dwelling units, 
250,000 sq. ft. commercial space & 863.85 acres to the DRI. (This would add lands in the remaining 
‘South 900’ Parcel as well as lands to the south of SR 681, along I-75, referred to as ‘South 680’). 
There is a Public Hearing before the SC Planning Commission scheduled for May 19, 2016. 

 
C. Honore Avenue to Laurel Road expects to be opened May 1, 2016.  

 
D. The roundabout at Central Sarasota Parkway and Honore Ave was approved by the Sarasota 

County Commission and will start being built in the summer of 2016. 
 
 

Report of Election Committee: 
Tracy Smith, reporting on behalf of the Election Committee, announced the following members were elected 
as Residential Trustees for a two-year term: Richard Beitel, Lee Katz, Joel Schemmel, Nicholas Spina 
and Garry Wharton.   
 
Residential Trustees for a one-year term:  Claudia Brooks and Cathy Leetzow  
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Community Representative – Discussion: 
There was discussion from community representatives on various topics.  

• Elaine Cox from Stoneybrook Estates commended Palmer Ranch by saying it looks wonderful.  
• Bob Swan, Prestancia Representative, announced that Prestancia is initiating refurbishment of its 

ponds and waterways over a period of years.  
• Ronald Neri, Silver Oaks Estates, reported that Silver Oaks Estates is looking into its natural assets 

and planting Bee-Mats in its ponds. 
• Robert Sherwood of the Vineyards is looking at their ponds for prevention of erosion. 
• Bob Mills of Huntington Pointe, commented that Huntington Pointe is looking at cleaning the 

overgrowth of invasive plant species in its community utilizing experts from Sarasota County, and 
Rick Barth. Chris Moyer, Huntington Pointe, commented that it would be a good approach by 
bringing communities to together to learn from each other regarding protecting and restoring the 
natural assets. 

 
Other:  
- At the end of the meeting, Garry Wharton commented that Kathrin Harris, Vice President, Turtle Rock, has 
retired from the Trustee Board, and was unable to attend today’s meeting. 
 
- Garry Wharton thanked Barbara Tierney for her service to the Board as Secretary as she is also retiring 
from the Board. Barbara commented that she felt honored to be on the Board for the past two years and 
highly valued the work of Trustees and their dedication to Palmer Ranch. This includes the administrative 
staff of Palmer Ranch as well. 
 
- Tracy Smith presented embroidered Palmer Ranch jackets to Garry Wharton, retiring President, and to 
Barbara Tierney, retiring Secretary, and thanked them for their service to Palmer Ranch. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 Motion to adjourn was made by Cathy Leetzow, second by Lee Katz and passed unanimously.  
The meeting adjourned at 4:02 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Tierney,  
Secretary, Trustee Board, Palmer Ranch Master Property Owners Association, Inc. 
March 30, 2016 
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